TIRED SWARDS - AN
EXPENSIVE MISSED
OPPORTUNITY

Reseeding is the theme throughout this latest edition of
Forager and where better to start than with an overview of

the cost benefits?
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or an up to date analysis
F we turn first to Kingshay,
the independent dairy
specialists, who have
identified over a 2.5ppl
differential between quality
grazed grass and older
pastures.

"Grazed grass of the highest
quality means producing milk
for under 3ppl and as such
remains the cheapest feed on
the farm,’ says Cath Woods,
Kingshay Technical Specialist.
“As swards deteriorate and
sown species become

replaced by weeds, the value

declines. We estimate that a
poor quality sward by
comparison will result in the
cost of production rising to
5ppl. Poor performing
grassland is an unnecessary
extra cost at any time, and the
benefits of rectifying the
situation through renovation
or a full reseed are heightened
in a time of high feed, fertiliser
and fuel costs!

When a sward is under-
performing to this degree, the
key question should not be
whether to reseed, but how to
reseed.

i t 2 .
THE BENEFITS OF A GOOD LEY ACCUMULATE OVER ITS LIFETIME, SAYS CATH WOODS

As Cath explains, the choice

between renovation or a full
reseed depends on individual
circumstances to a degree,
although there is a point
beyond which anything other
than a complete reseed is a
false economy.

“Pasture renovation
through over-seeding is the
cheaper option at about

Quality grazed
grass will
produce milk
for less
than 3ppl

£80/acre, but where swards
contain less than 25% of the
originally sown species a
complete reseed is the best
option, she says.

“Increased dry matter yield
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white clover

will be the most noticeable
advantage from a new ley
when compared with a five
year old ley, with a 33% uplift
being typical in the first year
followed by 10% per year
thereafter. There will also be a
better response to fertiliser
from the renewed sward,
therefore resulting in more
efficient use of this expensive
resource’

To gain maximum benefit
from pasture renewal, it is vital
to first put right the issues that
may well have accelerated the
deterioration of the old sward,
so testing soil nutrient levels
and soil structure - and taking
the necessary action to put
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these right — are essential
prerequisites.

Then it is important to
select the best herbage
varieties, and the financial
difference between top
quality and bargain basement
will accumulate over the
duration of the ley.

"A dairy farmer should
spend as much time selecting
grass varieties as bull semen
in my view,"adds Cath". The
best quality mixture might

8.

cost £10/acre more, but that'’s
only £2/acre/year over a five
year duration and you can
expect at least 10% more dry
matter yield for that extra
investment. The extra grass is
worth about £50/acre/year,
which is a return on
investment of 25:1, so it's
really not worth cutting costs
in this area!

There are many perennial
ryegrass varieties on the
market and a poor variety can
spoil a mixture. Kingshay
grazing preference trials have

.-'-.. _l:’_ “p— i_- - e

A

(cliv4]\[c] PREFEREN(.:E TRIALS ARE ALLOWING KINGSHAY TO DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN VARIETIES
ON THE CRUCIAL PARAMETER OF INTAKE POTENTIAL AS WELL AS YIELD. VARIETIES WITH A HIGH
GRAZING D-VALUE, SUCH AS THE LATE PERENNIAL ABERAVON, HAVE PERFORMED PARTICULARLY

WELL IN THESE TRIALS.
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been putting the most
promising grass and clover
varieties through their paces
in independent, field scale
trials across the country for
more than 12 years.

"There are stark differences
between the palatability of
different varieties — some are
grazed down tightly while
others are barely touched;
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adds Cath Woods. “A poor
quality sward is an expensive
sward. It is important to know
what you want from the grass
seed you buy and make sure
the variety is well matched to

your requirements”’

\ingshay

Cash in on grass breeding progress

Grass is green and to the
untrained eye one variety
may look very much like
another, but the financial
advantages of selecting the
best as opposed to average
or worse is very significant.

So says NIAB Forage and
Herbage Manager Don
Pendergrast, who points out
that the variance in profit
potential even from within
varieties on the official
Recommended Lists far out-
weighs any possible
difference in seed costs.

"The argument of selecting
the best available grass
varieties is very strong even if
you simply look at yield,he
says, "but if you add in quality
differences and factors like
extended grazing (and lower
reliance on bought-in feeds)
the figures are staggering!

Looking specifically at
grazing yields, the
intermediate perennial
ryegrass AberStar is the
highest yielding on the NIAB
Recommended List and offers
a 1.1tDM/ha advantage over

ABER VARIETIES BRED AT ABERYSTWYTH CONTINUE TO TOP RECOMMENDED LISTS

the lowest yielding variety on
the list. Using the Kingshay
cost of production for grazed
grass figure of £79/tDM, this
gives a ‘top to bottom'
financial benefit of £87/ha.
Apply the same rationale
to silage yields, where the
highest third year yield comes
from the new perennial
ryegrass AberBite (offering
1.94 t DM/ha more than the
lowest yielding on the list),
then the ‘top to bottom’
advantage based on
Kingshay's first cut forage cost
of £109/tDM is an astonishing

£211/ha.

However, yield is only part
of the story, as the difference
between best quality and
poorest quality on the
Recommended Lists is even
starker. The ‘top to bottom’
differential on grazing D-value
on the NIAB lists is five points,
with AberStar again leading
the way at 79.2 D compared
with the lowest at 74.2 D. This
again leads to significant
financial consequences, as
Don Pendergrast explains.

"One unit of D-value
improves animal

performance by 5%, so the
difference between top and
bottom on the lists will result
in a 25% advantage,’
continues Don Pendergrast.
"Alternatively, DARD in
Northern Ireland equate one
unit of D-value to
0.2kg/cow/day of dry matter
intake and 0.4kg/cow/day of
milk yield — so that's 2
litres/cow/day extra from
using the best listed variety
instead of the worst listed.
"The advantages of
improving sward quality —
and selecting the best
available varieties when
doing so - really are very
strong indeed (these figures
are just the first year). Of
course management is also
very important, but starting
with the right material offers
a substantial head start”
Farmers should ensure that
they only use varieties with
the best yield and quality
combination. Information on
varieties is available in the
latest Herbage Varieties
Guide which will be launched
at the Grasslands UK show on
May 7th. The guide will be
available from British Seed
Houses on stand no. 85.



